
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Kinchion Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, October 1, 2012 – 5:30 pm 

 
 
A meeting of the City of Belton Parks Board was held on Monday, October 1, 2012, in the Kinchion Room 
at the Harris Community Center.  Attending the meeting were Parks Board Chair Diane Ring, Vice Chair 
Daniel Bucher, members Josh Pearson, and Tyson McLaughlin.  City Staff in attendance included City 
Manager Sam Listi, Public Works Director Les Hallbauer, Recreation & Events Director Sandy Slade, 
Parks Superintendent Dennis Browning, and Recreation Coordinator Matt Bates. 
 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Chair Diane Ring called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 

2. Consider minutes from the September 10, 2012, Parks Board meeting. 
Chair Ring indicated a discrepancy in item #6.  The Parks Board requested that the BYSA 
representatives specifically attend the next Parks Board meeting to give follow-up information on 
the status of new Board members.  That amendment has been added to the item. 
 
With no further corrections or questions, the minutes were approved unanimously. 
 

3. Consider two items necessary to implement a proposal from Richard Weaver, representing 
the Belton Lions Club, to establish a special needs playground in Chisholm Trail Park: 
 

a. Amendment to the Parks and Recreation Strategic Master Plan to accommodate a 
special needs playground in Chisholm Trail Park; and 
 

b. Approval of a concept plan and location for a special needs playground in 
Chisholm Trail Park. 

 
Belton Lions Club President, Lou Griffin thanked the Board for consideration of the items and 
introduced Dr. Richard Weaver, Past President, to present information regarding the proposal. 
 
Dr. Weaver shared the background of how the building of a special needs playground began with 
an idea from former Lion Mack Parker.  He said that the idea falls in line with the Lions Club 
Foundation support initiatives.  Dr. Weaver also informed the Board that the Club would set out to 
raise all of the funds needed for the project.  Through communications with BISD, Dr. Weaver 
found that there are many children that would utilize this type of playground, including several 
from Sparta Elementary.   
 
Dr. Weaver told the Board that the original thought would be to place the playground in Yettie 
Polk; however, once examined, Chisholm Trail will offer the best location for the project.  He said 
that the Club is looking into a way to recognize large donors willing to contribute to the project, 
possibly through a plaque designation or some other form of recognition. 
 
Chair Ring asked if the examples of the equipment shown were pieces of the equipment that the 
Club was considering.  Dr. Weaver said that any equipment that the Club would consider would 
be cleared through the City and the Club would work with the City to ensure accessibility 
standards are met.  Mr. Hallbauer said that a vendor used by the City has offered to come speak 
with the Club and/or Parks Board regarding the right equipment and surfacing for a project of this 
type.  Mrs. Slade told the Board that she will share the information that has been collected 
through Boundless Playgrounds and opportunities discussed with Mr. Hallbauer on possible grant 
funding available.   
 



Chair Ring said that she has visited neighboring community parks that have the foam alternative 
flooring and a covering which are nice for all day play.  Mr. Sam Listi said that the most important 
role for Parks Board is to consider the location of the project and stressed the benefit of the 
proximity to the special needs softball field at Chisholm Trail.  Chair Ring expressed concern 
about a past idea of utilizing space in the area for a potential skate park.  Mr. Listi, Mr. Hallbauer 
and Mrs. Slade all indicated that this project would not interfere with the area previously 
suggested for a potential skate park in the future.  Mr. Listi said that the horseshoe pits will need 
to be relocated and that the final design would come in the future when funding has been 
secured.  Mr. Pearson asked if all of the “pod” locations would be built at once and Mr. Listi said 
that the design would be done for the overall project; however, the project “pods” could be 
phased.   
 
Mr. Griffin mentioned that there may be some effort to go to other organization, like Rotary Club 
for instance, to investigate the possibility of joining together on the project by supporting another 
“pod” once the initial monies are raised for the first “pod” structure.  Mrs. Ring asked if 
maintenance would be at a minimum.  Mr. Listi said that in the early years it would be minimal 
and the Club will raise the money for installation of the project.  Later, the City would be 
responsible for equipment maintenance. 
 
With no further discussion, Mr. Pearson made a motion to amend the strategic plan and approve 
the location at Chisholm Trail Park.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bucher and unanimously 
approved by the Board. 
 

4. Board and/or Staff comments. 
 

Mrs. Slade informed the Board about Movie in the Park, presenting “Scooby Doo”.   

 

Mrs. Slade introduced Mr. Matt Bates as the new Recreation Coordinator for the City of Belton.  

Mr. Bates told the Board he is excited about the opportunity.  He gave his background and how 

he came to the United States from England.  Chair Ring welcomed Mr. Bates on board with the 

City. 

 

Mr. Pearson asked if there was an update to BYSA Board status.  Mrs. Slade said that she has 

been in contact with Mr. Thompson and that they do not feel there is a need for the City to be 

concerned at this time; however, the prospects of Board members joining are still low.  Mr. 

Thompson said that he and Mrs. Thompson will not leave the program to dissolve no matter the 

situation and they are still working diligently to gain members.  Mrs. Slade said that Mr. 

Thompson indicated that the special teams may still be splitting off, but that there has been no 

solid conversation or decision at this time. 

 

5. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 5:55 pm. 


